Supported Housing Week 2026: Template letter to political representatives 
The text below can be adapted to invite your political representatives to visit your supported housing schemes. We’ve included prompts where you can add information specific to your schemes and organisation.

Dear [MP / Cllr name], 
I am getting in touch from [housing association] to invite you to visit one of our supported housing schemes during Supported Housing Week (19-23 October), to see how we are helping people live healthy and independent lives in [constituency/ward]. 
Supported housing is a vital service that empowers more than half a million people to live independently. The range of support available varies depending on the project and place, but all supported housing aims to offer a decent home, independence, and support where necessary, to people in our communities who are often overlooked. This includes those who have experienced homelessness, veterans, older people, disabled people, survivors of domestic abuse, care leavers and prison leavers. As well as providing crucial care and support to residents, supported housing is a critical to alleviating pressures on our NHS, social care and criminal justice systems. 
At [housing association name] we [describe the supported housing services you offer and who uses these services. Include relevant data if you have this – e.g. number of people you help and any figures on outcomes for those you support]. 
However, the supported housing system is in crisis. Following years of funding cuts, local authorities have been forced to decommission vital services. Rising costs alongside reduced funding have rendered many services unviable, forcing closure at a time when demand for supported housing continues to rise.  
There is an existing shortfall of 80,000 supported housing places for working age adults and between 73,000 and 245,000 places for older people across England. These pressures are set to worsen still, with research conducted by the National Housing Federation showing that around 60% of providers will have to close supported housing schemes in the future and 1 in 5 providers may be forced to stop providing supported housing altogether. 
Without supported housing, 41,000 more people would be homeless, 30,000 people would be at risk of homelessness; we would need 14,000 more inpatient psychiatric places, 2,500 additional places in residential care and 2,000 more prison places. This is why the first ever Supported Housing Week will be taking place from 19 to 23 October, to raise awareness of and support for these vital services. 
We would be delighted if you were able to visit us to see first-hand the work that we are doing in [insert constituency] to help support residents and the wider community. We would also welcome the opportunity to discuss the current crisis facing supported housing and the change we need to ensure its long-term future.  
[Include contact details or info about the proposed visit/meeting here.] 
Best wishes, 

